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OUR INDUSTRY IS INHERENTLY collaborative, and investing in 
ETCP Certified Technicians serves both producers and unions alike. 
Every employer wants the assurance that they have hired the right 
people. A union Local with a strong base of ETCP-certified profes-
sionals provides that assurance—along with confidence, reliability, 
and peace of mind.
   An experienced, certified crew wastes less time and equipment, 
understands how to streamline workflows, brings stronger solu-
tions to creative challenges, and is far less likely to be sidelined by 
preventable accidents. For producers, an ETCP-led crew means fewer 
resources spent on risk management and delays, and more resources 
available for the creative aspects of production. For union Locals, 
a high concentration of ETCP Certified Technicians strengthens 
the ability to attract and support larger, more complex shows with 
confidence.
   This is clearly a benefit to individuals. But what does it mean for a 
union or an employer? When ETCP certifications are standard for 
crew members, work is performed more efficiently and with a con-
stant focus on safety and accident prevention. That efficiency saves 
money and increases the overall value of the crew.
   Between the long, slow recovery for the live event industry after the 
pandemic and the long, slow start after the labor actions of 2024, en-
tertainment industry workers have seen some of the darkest days in 
our collective memories. When the industry contracts, jobs become 
more competitive, and people sometimes overlook safety concerns 
for fear of losing a job or because they are overly excited when they 
finally get back to work. It is important that those of us who are 
ETCP Certified technicians, crew chiefs, and department heads keep 
this in mind and don’t let the safety of our crew get overshadowed  
by the intoxicating thrill of production. We are all in this industry 
because we love it, but we must never let ourselves, or the people 
who work with us, forget that at our core we are professionals in  
our crafts. 
   Work is still scarce for many, and outside of political activism we 
may feel there is not much we can do as individuals to bring jobs to 
our areas. It is important to remember that productions and compa-
nies look at many factors when they decide where to shoot a movie 
or TV show, stop on a tour, hold a convention, or work out the bugs 
on the next big musical. In an industry built on efficiency, depend-
ability, and trust, safety and professional standards are everything 

and the dependability of the crew base may be enough to tip the 
scales in our favor. An ETCP certification is more than a badge—it 
is a statement. Those four letters tell the industry that you are a 
professional who has made a deliberate investment in your career, 
increased your value to employers, and contributed to the strength of 
the union.
   Stagehands and entertainment technicians often downplay the 
complexity of our work, taking pride in making difficult tasks look 
effortless. That quiet, non-showy pride sometimes works against us: 
the real hazards of our industry could be overlooked or underesti-
mated. The ETCP certification is a clear way to demonstrate that this 
work demands expertise, training, and professionalism, and that not 
just anyone can do what we do every day.
   This applies to safety as well. When the industry standards are 
followed, our rigging and electrical systems are safe but we, and our 
employers, as well as enforcement agencies, have seen what hap-
pens when the standards are not followed. Fires, electrocutions, and 
stage collapses still happen. The possibility of a high-profile accident 
outside of our influence could motivate our Producers, or their 
insurance brokers, to require a more thorough vetting process for all 
people working with rigging or electricity. The ETCP certifications 
can make this a very simple process for them. 
   There is another important element to consider: the ETCP Code of 
Conduct. ETCP Certification represents a verified level of knowledge 
and experience, but it also reflects a professional commitment to 
maintaining a safe, respectful industry. Certified technicians agree 
to uphold standards that prioritize safety for everyone and explicitly 
reject discrimination and harassment, whether on their crew or in 
any working environment. n 

Alan M. Rowe is the Safety & Training Director for IATSE 
Local 728. Alan serves as the Co-Chair of ESTA’s Technical 
Standards Council, SME Co-Chair for the ETCP Electrical 
Certifications and seated on Code-Making Panel 15 of the 
National Electrical Code.

ETCP POV: For unions, ETCP 
certifications matter more than ever

BY  A L A N  M .  R O W E
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Setting the Stage for Safety: 
A gallery of ETCP ads through the years
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OVER 2000 CERTIFICATIONS = 

A SAFER INDUSTRY
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HAPPYHAPPY  ANNIVERSARY
ANNIVERSARY

Since 2005, ETCP  
has granted over 4000  
certifications across  North America. 

ETCP is celebrating our 15th Anniversary by bringing you the latest in technology:

ETCP is celebrating our 15th Anniversary by bringing you the latest in technology:

•• Online applications
 Online applications••  Testing via the PSI Bridge Remote Proctor 

  Testing via the PSI Bridge Remote Proctor 

••  New social media channels to connect technicians and other industry professionals

  New social media channels to connect technicians and other industry professionals

••  Innovative virtual training techniques developed by ETCP Trainers and Training Programs

  Innovative virtual training techniques developed by ETCP Trainers and Training Programs

Advance your career and make a place for yourself in the future of the industry  

Advance your career and make a place for yourself in the future of the industry  

by becoming an ETCP technician. Find out more at etcp.esta.org.

by becoming an ETCP technician. Find out more at etcp.esta.org.
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 Setting the stage for safety.
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Billy Elliot danced in the beams of hundreds of lights — 100 moving, 300 conventional, and a few hundred 

practical fixtures — from a mix of eight manufacturers. Throughout the show’s three-year run, the lights performed 

flawlessly, thanks to ETCP Certified Entertainment Electricians Pete Donovan (moving light technician) and Kevin 

Barry (production electrician).

ETCP Certified Entertainment Riggers and Electricians are our industry’s most qualified, up-to-date entertainment 

technicians. Hire them when you need perfect lighting on stage, without the drama backstage.

Who kept Billy shining    

      through eight shows a week? 

Special thanks to our top contributors and media partners: 

Top contributors: IATSE, InfoComm, Live Nation, Production Resource Group, and USITT.  

Media partners: Church Production; Facility Manager; Lighting&Sound America; Live 

Design; Pollstar; Projection, Lights and Staging News; Protocol; Rental & Staging Systems; 

Systems Contractor News; Technologies for Worship; and Theatre Design & Technology.

These ETCP 

Certified 

Entertainment 

Electricians. 

P L A S A � A C T S A F E � A M P T P � C I T T � I A T S E � I A V M � I N F O C O M M � T H E  L E A G U E � T E A � U S I T T

 Setting the stage for safety.etcp.plasa.orgetcp@plasa.org

The 75th Anniversary of the Golden Gate Bridge culminated with a light and effects display that spanned six 

square miles and bathed San Francisco Bay in color. A team of eight ETCP Certified Entertainment Electricians 

and two ETCP Certified Riggers led the 75-person crew.

ETCP Certified Entertainment Riggers and Electricians are our industry’s most qualified, up-to-date entertainment 

technicians. Hire them when you need effects that soar — but are firmly grounded in safety.

Ask this team of ETCP Certified IATSE 
Local 16 Entertainment Electricians.

Special thanks to our top contributors and media partners: 

Top contributors: IATSE, InfoComm, Live Nation, Production Resource 

Group, and USITT.  Media partners: Church Production; Facility Manager; IATSE; 

Lighting&Sound America; Live Design; Pollstar; Projection, Lights and 

Staging News; Protocol; Systems Contractor News; Technologies for 

Worship; and Theatre Design & Technology.

  How do you safely manage 

       20,000 effects and 
35 miles of cable to celebrate 

          a world-famous bridge?

ETCP Certified Entertainment Electricians (left to right) David R. Hatch, 

Scott Houghton, Mike Starobin, Patrick Ryan, John Lacey, and Jinx Kidd.

They may look alike on the outside, but only one of them is ETCP Certified — and that’s 

the one who can make your venue as safe as possible for audiences, performers and 

crew members. More and more employers are using ETCP Certification to fulfill their duty 

of care.

ETCP is launching a new certification for the Portable Power Distribution Technician. 

Computer-based testing is available now. For more information visit: etcp.esta.org

Employers who are serious about safety base their hiring decisions on it — or face  

increased risk of accidents. Whether you have entertainment technicians on your staff or 

others bring them to your venue, insist on safety. Insist on having ETCP Certified Riggers, 

Entertainment Electricians and Portable Power Distribution Technicians for your team.

 Setting the stage for safety.

WHO IS YOUR  

SAFEST HIRE?
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 Setting the stage for safety.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR TOP CONTRIBUTORS AND MEDIA PARTNERS

Senior Executive Producers: Encore 
Executive Producers:  IATSE, Live Nation, PRG and USITT 

Media Partners:  Church Production, Facility Manager, IATSE, Lighting&Sound America, Protocol, Technologies for Worship, 

and Theatre Design & Technology

Over 4,000 Certifications Awarded and Counting.
ADD YOUR NAME TO THE LIST.ETCP Certified Rigger – ArenaETCP Certified Rigger – TheatreETCP Certified Entertainment Electrician

ETCP Portable Power Technician

There’s Safety in Numbers...

SAFE*
*If “safe” needs to be defined, the entertainment industry has some work to do. That’s why

industry leaders are creating the Entertainment Technician Certification Program.

Through ETCP, industry experts will develop rigorous assessments, conduct examinations

and award credentials to qualified entertainment technicians.

ETCP will set standards for safer working practices and reduce workplace risk in all enter-

tainment venues. The program will focus on disciplines that directly affect the health and

safety of performers, crews and audiences,beginning with rigging skills and electrical skills.

Creating this new initiative is costly. ETCP already has broad support from industry

organizations, businesses and individuals, and now it needs your support. Learn more

about ETCP, and consider making your one-time contribution today. Because when it

comes to safety, the entertainment industry can’t afford ambiguity.

For more information, visit www.etcp.esta.org or call 212.244.1505. 

Setting the stage for safety.

E S T A  � C I T T  � I A A M  � I A T S E  � T E A  � U S I T T
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REDUCE RISK 

Venue managers who are serious about 

safety base their hiring decisions on it – or 

face increased risk of accidents. Employers 

are using ETCP Certification to identify the 

top riggers and electricians and by doing 

so make their venues as safe as possible 

for audiences, performers and crews.

INSIST ON THE BEST  

Whether you have entertainment techni-

cians on staff or others bring them to your 

venue, insist on working with the industry’s 

best. Better trained and skilled technicians 

make for a more efficient and cost-effective 

work force. Insist on having ETCP Certified 

Technicians on your team.

BE SERIOUS  

ABOUT SAFETY

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR TOP CONTRIBUTORS AND MEDIA PARTNERS: 

Top contributors: IATSE, InfoComm, Live Nation, Production Resource Group,  

PSAV, and USITT 

 
Media partners: Church Production, Facility Manager, IATSE, Lighting&Sound America,  

Live Design, Pollstar, Protocol, Systems Contractor News, Technologies for Worship, 

and Theatre Design & Technology

• Ask your insurance broker about discounts for hiring ETCP Certified Technicians.

www.etcp.plasa.org 

etcp@plasa.org

Employers who are serious about safety base their hiring decisions on it — or face  
increased risk of accidents. More and more, these employers are using ETCP  Certification 
to fulfill their duty of care.

Remember, ETCP has launched the certification for Portable Power Distribution  
Technicians. Computer-based testing is available. For more information visit: etcp.esta.org

Be serious about safety. Whether you have entertainment technicians on your staff or others 
bring them to your venue, insist on working with the industry’s best. Insist on having ETCP 
Certified Riggers, Entertainment Electricians and Portable Power Distribution Technicians 
on your team.  

 Setting the stage for safety.

WHEN DO YOU WANT TO 
THINK ABOUT SAFETY?
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 Setting the stage for safety.
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Iconic band KISS is known for special effects and elaborate performances that require attention 

to every detail of safety. That’s why the band’s technical crew chief — and the person who flies 

Paul Stanley to the front of house and back — is an ETCP Certified Rigger.

ETCP Certified Entertainment Riggers and Electricians are our industry’s most qualified, up-to-

date entertainment technicians. Hire them when you need big effects on stage, without the 

drama backstage. 

With a crew led by an 

ETCP certified rigger.

Special thanks to our top contributors and media partners: 

Top contributors: IATSE, InfoComm, Live Nation, 

Production Resource Group, and USITT.  

Media partners: Church Production; Facility Manager; IATSE; 

Lighting&Sound America; Live Design; Pollstar; Projection, 

Lights and Staging News; Protocol; Systems Contractor News; 

Technologies for Worship; and Theatre Design & Technology.

     How does an iconic band  

   safely Rock ’n Roll  

                 All Night? 

ETCP Certified Rigger 

Roy Bickel: front row,  

second from the right. 

Ask this team of ETCP 
Certified Entertainment 
Technicians
ETCP Certified Entertainment 
Technicians from Chicago 
Flyhouse, Inc. (left to right): 
Brent Miller, Jill Claus, Mark 
Witteveen, and Mike Spatafora.

P L A S A H A C T S A F E H A M P T P H C I T T H I A T S E H I A V M H I N F O C O M M H T H E  L E A G U E H T E A H U S I T T

Special thanks to our top contributors and media partners: 

Top contributors: IATSE, InfoComm, Live Nation, Production Resource 
Group, and USITT.  
Media partners: Church Production; Facility Manager; Lighting&Sound 
America; Live Design; Pollstar; Projection, Lights and Staging News; 
Protocol; Systems Contractor News; Technologies for Worship; 
and Theatre Design & Technology.
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Chicago’s Water Tower Place celebrated 

the holidays with a fully automated lighting 

and sound display that dramatically filled 

the building’s eight-floor atrium. The 

installation, including 17-foot light curtains, 

15-foot banners, and five-foot lighted 

snowflakes, was perfectly balanced from 

one point — and was completed in one 

overnight call.

ETCP Certified Entertainment Riggers and 

Electricians are our industry’s most qualified, 

up-to-date entertainment technicians. Hire 

them when you need effects that fly high — 

but are firmly grounded in safety.

     How do you safely suspend  
        an 8-floor retail display 

 from 1 point  in a busy building   
      without getting in the way?

Certified Entertainment 

What do these riggers
have in common?

What do these riggers
have in common?

For one thing, they know what’s on the ETCP rigging certification
exams … because they are the people who wrote them.

These veteran riggers contributed their time and expertise to
ETCP because they know certification is the next big step for our
industry — to promote safety, to improve practice and most
important, to give qualified riggers the recognition they deserve.

The first ETCP rigging exams will be given at ETS-LDI
(November 2005 in Orlando). Credentials will be awarded to
qualified entertainment technicians for arena and theatre 
rigging. After that, every industry rigger will either be ETCP
certified or not — a distinction that will become part of hiring,
promotion and other decisions throughout the industry.

If you’re a rigger, get ready to show the industry what you know.
Learn more about ETCP certification by visiting www.etcp.esta.org,
calling 212.244.1505 or e-mailing certification@esta.org.
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Special thanks to our top contributors and media partners:
Top contributors: Clear Channel Entertainment, IATSE, Production Resource Group and USITT.

Media partners: Church Production, Entertainment Design, Exhibit Builder, Lighting Dimensions,
Lighting&Sound America, Pro Lights & Staging News, Protocol, Technologies for Worship,

Theatre Design & Technology, Total Production US, Tour Guide and Venues Today.

Setting the stage for safety.

The 34-foot tall marionette, David, was originally designed to walk on the ground. But for the 2011 Calgary Stampede, 

David flew at a height of 60 feet. The complex rigging included secure lifting systems for David’s hands so the puppet 

could lift performers and circus equipment with his fingers. The installation was designed and supervised by Tracy 

Nunnally, ETCP Certified Rigger and owner of Hall Associates Flying Effects.

ETCP Certified Entertainment Riggers and Electricians are our industry’s most qualified, up-to-date entertainment 

technicians. Hire them when you need big effects on stage, without the drama backstage.

How do you safely fly a 

           34-foot marionette 

                       60 feet in the air?

Ask this 
ETCP 
Certified 
Rigger.  

P L A S A H A C T S A F E H A M P T P H C I T T H I A T S E H I A V M H I N F O C O M M H T H E  L E A G U E H T E A H U S I T T Setting the stage for safety.
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Special thanks to our top contributors and media partners: 

Top contributors: IATSE, InfoComm, Live Nation, Production Resource Group, and USITT.  

Media partners: Church Production; Facility Manager; Lighting&Sound America; Live 

Design; Pollstar; Projection, Lights and Staging News; Protocol; Rental & Staging Systems; 

Systems Contractor News; Technologies for Worship; and Theatre Design & Technology.

WHAT ISSAFE?When it comes to safety, the entertainment industry can’t afford

ambiguity. That’s why leading industry organizations are creat-

ing the Entertainment Technician Certification Program.
Through ETCP, industry experts will create independent, legally

defensible assessments; conduct examinations; and award

credentials to qualified entertainment technicians.
ETCP will set standards for safer working practices and

reduce workplace risk in all entertainment venues. It will

focus on disciplines that directly affect the health and safety

of performers, crews and audiences, beginning with rigging

skills and electrical skills.

Creating this new initiative is costly. ETCP must have broad

support to succeed. Learn more about ETCP, and consider

making your one-time contribution today. For more informa-

tion, including contributor benefits, visit www.etcp.esta.org, or

call _________.

This is safe.
ETCP organizational members

E S TA  � C I T T  � I A A M  � I AT S E  � T E A  � U S I T T

“My insurance premiums have  

decreased by 12% over the last 7 years  

and my agent said that a significant portion of  

that reduction is because my rigging staff  

and I are ETCP certified.”   
 

~ Bill Sapsis, President, Sapsis Rigging

ESTA • AMPTP • CITT • IATSE • IAVM • INFOCOMM • THE LEAGUE • TEA • USITT

ARE YOU SAVING ON INSURANCE ?

IF NOT,  

WHAT  

ARE YOU 

WAITING FOR ?

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR TOP CONTRIBUTORS AND MEDIA PARTNERS

Top Contributors:  
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Media Partners:  

Church Production, Facility Manager, IATSE, Lighting&Sound America, Live Design, Pollstar,  

Protocol, Systems Contractor News, Technologies for Worship, and Theatre Design & Technology

• Ask your insurance broker about discounts for hiring ETCP Certified Technicians.

www.etcp.esta.org 

etcp@esta.org

OVER 3,500 CERTIFICATIONS ISSUED

The number of ETCP Certifications has grown over 1000% since 

2016, which has increased safety in workplaces all over North 

America. When will you add your pin to the map and join the 

other ETCP Certified Riggers, Entertainment Electricians and 

Portable Power Distribution Technicians who have made a  

commitment to safety?

The above map illustrates the approximate number of statewide certifications with 

each dot representing up to five. Certifications have also been issued in Costa Rica, 

Guam, Japan and the Netherlands. 

GOING GREEN FOR A SAFER INDUSTRY

ARE YOU ON THE MAP?
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 Setting the stage for safety.

This sets forth the code of ethics and professional standards to 
be observed by holders of documents of certification conferred 
by the Council of the Entertainment Technician Certification 
Program (ETCP). Certificate holders shall, in their profes-
sional activities, sustain and advance the integrity, honor, and 
prestige of this profession by adherence to these standards.

1. �Hold paramount the safety and health of people, the protec-
tion of the environment, and the protection of property in 
the performance of professional duties; and exercise their 
obligation to advise clients, employers, employees, bystand-
ers, and appropriate authorities of danger and unacceptable 
risks. 

2. �Maintain honesty, fairness, impartiality; act with respon-
sibility and integrity. Adhere to high standards of ethical 
conduct, with balanced care for the interests of the public, 
employers, clients, employees, colleagues, and the profes-
sion. Avoid all conduct or practice that is likely to discredit 
the profession or deceive the public.

3. �Issue public statements only in an objective and truthful 
manner; and only when founded upon full knowledge of  
the facts, and competence in the subject matter.

4. �Undertake assignments only when qualified by educa-
tion, training, or experience in the specific technical fields 
involved; and accept responsibility to maintain and continue 
one’s professional development and competence.

5. �Avoid actions which falsify or misrepresent one’s profes-
sional qualifications, or misrepresent or exaggerate one’s 
degree of responsibility in, or for, the subject matter of prior 
assignments, or in the solicitation of employment.

6. �Act in a manner free of bias with regard to religion, 
ethnicity, gender, age, national origin, disability, or sexual 
orientation.

ETCP Code of Ethics 
and Professional Conduct


